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GENERAL INFORMATION: This class is an introduction to chemistry, including properties of matter, structure of atoms, reactions and calculations involving chemical reactions.  Other topics include states of matter, acids & bases, solution chemistry, kinetics and thermodynamics.  Critical thinking skills and problem solving techniques will be emphasized throughout the year.
Grades are based on weighted Percentages:

Tests


40%

Quizzes


20%

Laboratory

20%

Homework

20%
QUIZZES are given regularly and may be announced or unannounced beforehand.  Quizzes are usually worth 20 - 30 points.  They are designed to review subsections of larger chapter or unit sections.  The instructors reserve the right to give either written or oral make-up quizzes for students who are absent on quiz days.
TESTS are given at the end of each unit and are usually worth ~100 points.  Tests are announced well in advance and are prepared for in class and at home with a unit review packet and sample problems.  Each student will be permitted to retake test and/or quizzes that score that result in a grade of 80 or lower.  This is called the second chance 80.  Please see attached letter.  
LABORATORY experiments are performed each week with lab partners.   Lab reports are due one week from the completion of the lab, i.e. on the next lab day.  Students are expected to learn to cooperate by working together to reach the objectives of the experiment in the time allotted.  The lab report handout format must be used when writing lab reports.  Although lab experiments are conducted in teams, write-ups are considered individual assignments.  Copying, plagiarism and/or identical conclusions will be marked with 0 credit for all involved parties.  The Academic Integrity Policy will be enforced in this class.  Expect to spend 1-2 hours per week completing full lab reports.
Missed lab experiments, regardless of reason, must be made up within 1 week of the lab’s original date.  
HOMEWORK is given often, usually on a daily basis.  It is designed to review and reinforce the learning from the day’s material.  Expect to invest between 20-30 minutes of homework per day.  Doing homework in Chemistry is critical to your success.
Homework that is incomplete or poorly completed will be returned for correction.  The student must return the corrected homework on the next school day to receive 70% credit.  Homework that is not returned to the instructor on the following school day will earn 0 points.

LATE ASSIGNMENTS – Late homework will receive a deduction of 10% of grade for each day late.  
MISSED ASSIGNMENTS – It is the student’s responsibility to obtain all missed assignments, labs and notes from the instructor or another student.
MISSED QUIZZES AND TESTS – Absent students who were present for all covered material will be expected to take a make-up assessment upon returning to school.  Students with extended absences will be provided a period of time equivalent to their absence to learn the missed material and take any missed assessments.
A THREE RING BINDER is mandatory for this class.  Your organization skills will have a direct bearing on your performance in chemistry and in life.  Students are REQUIRED to maintain an organized binder which will include class notes, worksheets, quizzes, tests and lab materials.  The binder MUST be brought to class on a daily basis. A one subject spiral or composition book will be used for Lab reports. 
A SCIENTIFIC CALCULATOR  is mandatory for this class.  It must be brought to class on a daily basis.  Graphing Calculators are prohibited.  If you forget to bring your calculator to class for a test or quiz, you will be expected to do the math by hand.
EXTRA HELP is available every week by appointment.  Please provide 24 hours notice of your intention to stay for extra help.
I, _______________________________________ have read the above information and clearly understand what is expected of me in this class.
Student signature ___________________________________
Date ______________

Parent / Guardian written name ______________________________________
Parent / Guardian signature ____________________________
Date ______________

